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Cleanup and Disposal Guidelines
For Compact Fluorescent Light Bulbs (CFLs)
June 2008
What precautions should | take when using CFLs inm ___y home?
CFLs are made of glass and can break if dropped or roughly handled. Be careful when removing
the bulb from its packaging, installing it, or replacing it. Always screw and unscrew the light bulb
by its base (not the glass), and never forcefully twist the CFL into a light socket. If a CFL breaks
in your home, follow the clean-up recommendations below. Used CFLs should be disposed of
properly (see below).
What should | do with a CFL when it burns out?
EPA recommends that consumers take advantage of available local recycling options for compact
fluorescent light bulbs. EPA is working with CFL manufacturers and major U.S. retailers to
expand recycling and disposal options. Consumers can contact their local municipal solid waste
agency directly, or go to www.epa.gov/bulbrecycling or www.earth911.org to identify local
recycling options.
If your state or local environmental regulatory agency permits you to put used or broken CFLs in
the garbage, seal the bulb in two plastic bags and put it into the outside trash, or other protected
outside location, for the next normal trash collection. Never send a fluorescent light bulb or any
other mercury-containing product to an incinerator.
If your ENERGY STAR qualified CFL product burns out before it should, look at the CFL base to
find the manufacturer's name. Visit the manufacturer’s web site to find the customer service
contact information to inquire about a refund or replacement. Manufacturers producing ENERGY
STAR qualified CFLs are required to offer at least a two-year limited warranty (covering
manufacturer defects) for CFLs used at home. In the future, save your receipts to document the
date of purchase.
How should | clean up a broken fluorescent bulb?
Because CFLs contain a small amount of mercury, EPA recommends the following clean-up and
disposal guidelines:
1. Before Clean-up: Air Out the Room
Have people and pets leave the room, and don't let anyone walk through the breakage area on
their way out.

Open a window and leave the room for 15 minutes or more.

Shut off the central forced-air heating/air conditioning system, if you have one.

2. Clean-Up Steps for Hard Surfaces
Carefully scoop up glass fragments and powder using stiff paper or cardboard and place them in
a glass jar with metal lid (such as a canning jar) or in a sealed plastic bag.

Use sticky tape, such as duct tape, to pick up any remaining small glass pieces and powder.
Wipe the area clean with damp paper towels or disposable wet wipes. Place towels in the glass
jar or plastic bag.

Do not use a vacuum or broom to clean up the broken bulb on hard surfaces.

3. Clean-up Steps for Carpeting or Rug:




Carefully pick up glass fragments and place them in a glass jar with metal lid (such as a canning jar) or in a sealed plastic
bag.

Use sticky tape, such as duct tape, to pick up any remaining small glass fragments and powder.

If vacuuming is needed after all visible materials are removed, vacuum the area where the bulb was broken.

Remove the vacuum bag (or empty and wipe the canister), and put the bag or vacuum debris in a sealed plastic bag.

4. Clean-up Steps for Clothing, Bedding, etc.:

If clothing or bedding materials come in direct contact with broken glass or mercury-containing powder from inside the
bulb that may stick to the fabric, the clothing or bedding should be thrown away. Do not wash such clothing or bedding
because mercury fragments in the clothing may contaminate the machine and/or pollute sewage.

You can, however, wash clothing or other materials that have been exposed to the mercury vapor from a broken CFL,
such as the clothing you are wearing when you cleaned up the broken CFL, as long as that clothing has not come into
direct contact with the materials from the broken bulb.

If shoes come into direct contact with broken glass or mercury-containing powder from the bulb, wipe them off with damp
paper towels or disposable wet wipes. Place the towels or wipes in a glass jar or plastic bag for disposal.

5. Disposal of Clean-up Materials

Immediately place all clean-up materials outdoors in a trash container or protected area for the next normal trash pickup.

Wash your hands after disposing of the jars or plastic bags containing clean-up materials.

Check with your local or state government about disposal requirements in your specific area. Some states do not allow
such trash disposal. Instead, they require that broken and unbroken mercury-containing bulbs be taken to a local recycling
center.

6. Future Cleaning of Carpeting or Rug: Air Out the Room During and After Vacuuming

The next several times you vacuum, shut off the central forced-air heating/air conditioning system and open a window
before vacuuming.

Keep the central heating/air conditioning system shut off and the window open for at least 15 minutes after vacuuming is
completed.

For more information about compact fluorescent bulbs, visit http://www.energystar.gov/cfls
For more information about compact fluorescent bulbs and mercury, visit http://www.energystar.gov/mercury

EPA is continually reviewing its clean-up and disposal recommendations for CFLs to
ensure that the Agency presents the most up-to-date information for consumers and
businesses.




Window Safety Checklist

Fires and falls of all kinds are among the leading causes of injury and death in young children. While some falls
occur from windows, it is important to realize that in the event of a fire, a window can also save a child’s life.
This is why windows play a critical role in home safety. Please use these tips to help keep your family safe
around the windows and patio doors in your home.

Has your family developed an emergency fire escape plan?

Determine your family’s emergency escape plan and practice it regularly. In the plan, include two avenues of
escape from every room. Remember, children may have to rely on a window to escape a fire. Help them learn
to safely use a window under these circumstances. Make sure you have identified a safe meeting place
outside.

Do you keep windows shut when children are around?

You should keep your windows closed and locked when children are around. When opening windows for
ventilation, open windows that children cannot reach. Also, set and enforce rules about keeping children’s play
away from windows and/or patio doors. Falling through the glass can be fatal or cause a serious injury.

Do you leave, or have you left, windows open because you thought the insect screen provided a safeguard
from a fall?

Don't rely on insect screens to prevent a fall. Insect screens are designed to provide ventilation while keeping
insects out; they are not designed to, nor will they prevent a child’s fall from a window.

Is there furniture placed under or near windows in your home?

Keep furniture, or anything children can climb, away from windows. Children may use such objects as a
climbing aid.

Do you have any window unit air conditioners in bedroom windows or other windows in your home that may be
needed for escape or rescue in an emergency?

Do not install window unit air conditioners in windows that may be needed for escape or rescue in an
emergency. The air conditioning unit could block or impede escape through the window. Always be sure that
you have at least one window in each sleeping and living area that meets escape and rescue requirements.
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